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Monday, 13th April 2020 

 

Dear secondary parent/guardian, 

 

RE:STARTING TERM 2 

 

Welcome back to Term 2 albeit under a very ‘new normal’ circumstance. I trust that you had a good Easter 
break with your immediate family. 

 

Geelong Baptist College has a proud tradition of looking after the whole child and we are aware that under 
these unusual circumstances, none of us can control or even try to maintain ‘normal’. Perhaps the biggest 
educational aspect to emerge from this pandemic so far is not the potential loss of academic progress (we 
can progress this), rather it is the loss of personal connection and social development due to imposed 
isolation. We will endeavour to cover this as best we can and we would encourage our students to remain 
socially connected. We are acutely aware that almost everything that we are used to in formal education is 
no longer applicable. Since there is no rule book for these circumstances, we are going to endeavour to 
support our families and students as best we can. 

 

Firstly, it needs to be made abundantly clear that COVID19 has necessitated “Remote Learning” and not 
“Home Schooling”. Parents should know that they are not responsible for interpreting and presenting the 
Victorian Curriculum to their children. That remains the responsibility of the teachers.  

Parents, we would expect that you maintain the vital role of partnering with the College and teachers in 
educating your child that you embarked on when you enrolled your child at GBC. We would encourage 
parents to remain informed about expectations that are communicated to your child. Please remain 
interested in your child’s progress and encourage them to seek help when uncertain about a topic. Please 
support your child emotionally and encourage them to maintain contact with their peers and teachers, since 
social interaction is vital. 

 

We are particularly mindful of the mental health of our students at this critical time. Encourage your child to 
let their PC teacher, the Head of Student Services (Mr Andrew Liberts) or the Deans (Mrs Melissa Boccia and 
Mr Kevin McWha) know if they are feeling overwhelmed or isolated and seek personal reassurance. An 
appointment can also be made with the Chaplain (Mrs Anne Wetmore). Emails can be sent to these people to 
set up an opportunity to make contact. 

 

Regarding work, our concern as educators, is not the volume of work we can ‘dump’ on our students, it is 
more the concern over what our students can reasonably deal with. We anticipate that for the first short 
while both we, and the students, will be in a steep learning curve and we will endeavour to work from the 
bottom up rather than overload with unachievable and unreasonable expectations. Internet capacity and IT 
resources will be tested as we start and it will take us a while to establish routines and capacities. Please bear 
with us as we establish a semblance or ‘normal’ under these unusual circumstances. 



Secondary staff have been asked to not bombard or overwhelm you with information about your child’s 
work. That information will be available to your child on Moodle and further information communicated on 
SMS. On occasion, staff may use Parent Communication to establish further instructions or seek your support 
in reminding the class or individual children to remain task oriented. Please partner with teachers and your 
child in this regard. 

 

In Years 7 – 10, material presented will be pitched to make it accessible for all students. Some students will 
find it easy while some may struggle. Please bear this in mind as you observe your child at work during the 
day. If they are struggling, please encourage them to persevere and be resilient and find a solution and/or to 
seek assistance where required. Students doing VCE or VCAL have work that is already tailored to their 
circumstance as dictated by VCAA coursework. Naturally, they should use Edrolo or seek assistance from 
their teacher if they become vexed by a problem. The internet is also awash with tutorials on virtually every 
subject, should they become unstuck. A caution would be that they can become a little ‘lost’ when they 
navigate this and end up on something else entirely. 

 

Please be reassured by the fact that we will do our best to support our students as we all adapt. We are 
working on support for our VCE/VCAL students in practical subject areas, and contact will be established 
when we are quite clear on the legal implications and how we might accommodate them in this regard. 

 

For all concerned, it needs to be made quite clear that the in-school supervision for the students of our 
parents in the frontline, is just that, supervision. Those students will be attending school to be supervised as 
they complete their online learning. These students will attend in their winter uniform or the College sport 
uniform. We will ensure the imposed social distancing regulations are being enforced. Staff supervising them 
may include non-teaching staff and there is no advantage, perceived or otherwise, for those students as we 
support their parents to fulfil their important roles during the school day.  

 

On a more practical note, the expectation is that our students will roughly follow a school day. Bear in mind 
that students enjoy a lot of social interaction before and during the school day. This occurs during Pastoral 
Care, Extended Pastoral Care, recess, lunch, Physical Education, Drama and changeovers between classes. 
Many classes, particularly practical subjects, also incorporate a significant amount of interaction too. We are 
NOT expecting parents to flog students and tie them to a desk. Studies suggest that students concentrate in 
blocks of roughly 20 to 35 minutes at a time and it may be best to have them arrange their day into similar 
blocks. It is likely that in some instances, students will progress through work faster, and in some instances 
slower, than their peers and there is no doubt that students help one another significantly throughout the 
day. This academic, social and emotional help is part of their developing socially and also their maturing. 
Please keep this in mind as students remain in isolation. 

 

  



Suggestions:  

• Set aside a clean, organised and cheerful work space. 
• Have your child ‘quarantine’ their phone and music for the intense work block (They can use their phone as a 

reward for the block of time that they have worked). 
• Encourage your child to set up work teams with their peers where they can catch up after the intense work 

block, share ideas and help one another with work. 
• Encourage your child to set up work schedules that roughly follow their timetable to ensure that they can ask 

their teacher for help in the knowledge that the teacher is working on that particular day. 
• Encourage your child to work at a problem rather than simply giving up. If they are unable to proceed and 

have asked for help, rather than waiting, encourage them to move on to the next item until that answer is 
provided. 

• Wearing sport uniform might help the students to be in the right frame of mind to do school work. 
• Nobody is dictating the terms of a school day to families, since they will work that out within their household 

routine. Children should establish contact to mark the roll since we are mandated to record attendance. 
Parents need to let teachers know if their child is unwell so that work will not be expected in that instance. 

 

I have no doubt that we will get things wrong as we learn a new way of coping. Please give teachers the 
tolerance you would expect for yourself. It is important that we not stand in judgement of one another. Staff 
are meeting on Tuesday to nut out some of the details regarding how we best move forward, and these 
details will be communicated as they become more evident to us. 

 

We will provide information of a general nature on both SMS and in the newsletter. We will get through this, 
together. We look forward to meeting you all in person on the other side of this bit of living history.  

 

God bless. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Neil Wetmore 

Secondary Principal 
 


