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Sunday, 22nd March 2020 

 
 
 
GBC MEMO RE:CORONAVIRUS COVID-19 

 
Dear parent/guardian, 
 
Geelong Baptist College Closure 
 
We are writing to inform you that Geelong Baptist College will commence the Easter school holiday 
break early, starting on Tuesday 24th March, 2020. This decision follows today’s announcement 
from The Premier of Victoria, The Hon. Daniel Andrews MP, that all Victorian Government schools 
will be closed from this date as one of the next steps in the community-wide effort to slow the 
spread of COVID-19. The action we are taking is consistent with the advice from the Victorian Chief 
Health Officer. 
 
As a College we encourage all students to attend school tomorrow Monday 23rd March in order to 
receive updates, collect books or material and prepare for online education should this be necessary 
after the holiday break. We are bound by the directives given us by the relevant authorities and will 
update you when these are received. 
 
We appreciate that this is a difficult time and will require some adjustment as we come to grips with 
the challenges that lie ahead. Staff and students have been informed that we will be using Moodle 
and/or hard copies for primary as a learning platform should we need to move into an online 
environment. The College is ready to activate remote learning experiences for all students, should 
this be required, from the commencement of Term 2. We will aim to provide students with 
consistent expectations and continued learning that is matched to each year level and curriculum 
domain. 
 
This may include a balance of online, hard copy, practical and physical tasks for students. 
 
Staff have also received training in this regard and students have been given a personal login which is 
attached to, and accessed through, SMS. 
 
Students have been encouraged to ensure that they have access to a reliable device and a stable 
internet platform. Moodle is very accessible on a range of devices, including a mobile phone. 
 
  



In brief,  
 
•        We will be using Moodle as an online platform. 
•        We have integrated Moodle into SMS, and the File Servers. 
•        In SMS there is a new link that opens Moodle and automatically logs staff and students into  

  their courses. 
•        Courses/Subjects/Classes/Enrolments will be created automatically based on the information  

  in SMS. 
•        Students can save assignments to the Student Server through SMS or Moodle. 
•        Students can ask staff questions and be replied to in Moodle. Staff will be available for  
          assistance between 10.00am – 1.00pm on designated school days. 
 
The office will remain open on Tuesday 24th March for students who may need to collect books and 
materials to work from home should it become necessary at the start of Term 2. 
 
Updates will be communicated and we will let parents know of any changes as soon as they become 
available. 
 
We will continue to educate and support our students well beyond the confines of the classroom 
and trust that you feel supported as we make changes and adjust to the reality that faces us. 
 
Please note: the final day for student attendance on site for Geelong Baptist College for this term will 
be Monday 23rd March, 2020. 
 
Thank you on behalf of the GBC College Board, 
 
 
Judy Sobey    Neil Wetmore 
Primary Principal   Secondary Principal 

 


