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Monday, 18th May 2020 

 

Dear parent/guardian, 

 

Advice re GBC’s Return to Face to Face LearningAdvice re GBC’s Return to Face to Face LearningAdvice re GBC’s Return to Face to Face LearningAdvice re GBC’s Return to Face to Face Learning    

 

Premier Dan Andrews, last week, announced the details of the two-stage school plan. He said that,  

"On 25th May, there will be a pupil-free day, and on 26th May classes will resume for Foundation, Year 1,  

Year 2, Year 11 and Year 12 students. This is a staged approach, a staggered approach, both in terms of 

public health – to limit the number of people that are moving throughout the Victorian community – and 

also for a whole range of practical reasons, to give schools the appropriate time to move back to face-to-

face teaching." 

 

Mr Andrews confirmed all of Victoria's students would be back in school by Tuesday 9th June. 

In response, GBC is following the ministerial directive and on Tuesday 26th May we will be greeting our 

returning intake of students in Foundation, Year 1, Year 2, Year 11 and Year 12 for the first time since 

lockdown began. While we look forward to the return of the entire community, this will allow us to  

re-establish the new routines that will typify education for GBC for the foreseeable future. 

 

There may be a number of questions that you have, and as a College we have endeavoured to pre-empt 

and answer some of those questions below. 

    

What if my child is feeling unwell in the morning?What if my child is feeling unwell in the morning?What if my child is feeling unwell in the morning?What if my child is feeling unwell in the morning?    

In order to protect the community we would ask that if your child is not well on any particular day, you do 

not send them to school. Students who present to the office and are not well, will be sent home 

immediately. Please ensure that you are contactable and that administration has the correct contact 

details. 

 

What is happening in regards to camps, excursions and assemblies?What is happening in regards to camps, excursions and assemblies?What is happening in regards to camps, excursions and assemblies?What is happening in regards to camps, excursions and assemblies?    

We are following the advice of the Minister of Education, Mr Merlino “Things like assemblies, camps and 

excursions will not occur at this point.” These measures are to remain in place until further advice is 

provided. Camp fees will be credited if camps do not occur. 

 

What is the parent expectation regarding pWhat is the parent expectation regarding pWhat is the parent expectation regarding pWhat is the parent expectation regarding pick up/drop offick up/drop offick up/drop offick up/drop off? ? ? ?     

Since GBC is a small school with large grounds, without risk of congregating at entry and exit points, we are 

not going to stagger the times for either breaks or pick up/drop off. Some parents have students in both 

primary and secondary school and we will not complicate lives any more than necessary. Instead, we seek 

your cooperation by making it a requirement that parents/guardians do the following, either:  

• Join the pick-up/drop-off queue (rather than getting out) to drop off or greet pick up your child 

• If parking, to remain in/at your car 

Please note: Parents/guardians will not be permitted to enter the primary courtyard area, or access 

classrooms, before, after or during school times.  



An area outside of the primary area has been sectioned off for primary students to wait (supervised) for 

parents who may still wish to use the car park. Please remain outside of the demarcated area (as pictured 

on the accompanying map) and observe social distancing rules.  

This is in compliance with Mr Merlino’s stance in adding that he also would, “encourage parents and other 

adults to stay away from schools outside of their designated pick-up and drop-off times”.  

 

Can my child use the playground or basketball court?Can my child use the playground or basketball court?Can my child use the playground or basketball court?Can my child use the playground or basketball court?    

Under direction from the state government, school playgrounds are open. Children should remind 

themselves of the need to keep their distance and also sanitise their hands after or before playing on the 

playground or with equipment. 

 

How is GBCHow is GBCHow is GBCHow is GBC    going to limit going to limit going to limit going to limit movementmovementmovementmovement    within the College during the day?within the College during the day?within the College during the day?within the College during the day?  

Primary: Some specialist classes e.g. Music and Indonesian, will temporarily be held in the student’s own 

classroom. 

7-10 classes: In a similar way to primary classes, we aim to reschedule secondary lessons for most Year 7-10 

MESH classes in the classes’ Pastoral Care rooms. Students will need to be seated in a seating arrangement, 

so they stay in the same desk. Laptop computers will be assigned to students in each class according their 

designated numbers, as usual. This will enable students to avoid sharing classroom desks and facilitates. 

Non-MESH or other specialist subjects will also be allocated these rooms wherever possible for the rest of 

Term 2. 

11-12 classes: Year 11 and 12 classes may also be re-allocated to alternative rooms, to accommodate 

students using multiple rooms for their classes. An updated classroom timetable will be prepared ahead of 

the commencement of senior secondary classes on Tuesday 26th May.  

Lockers: Students will not be permitted to use their lockers. All students will be required to keep their 

school bags in their Pastoral Care classrooms, to limit congestion around locker areas. Valuables to be kept 

in bags at own risk. 

 

How is infection control being increased at GBC at this time?How is infection control being increased at GBC at this time?How is infection control being increased at GBC at this time?How is infection control being increased at GBC at this time?  

Mr Merlino is encouraging us to adhere to the "very strong guidelines and advice from the Chief Health 

Officer in terms of hygiene and cleaning practices within schools". 

 

At GBC, in addition to the normal cleaning that happens, there will be cleaning every every every every week week week week daydaydayday.  

This will include; disinfection cleaning, cleaning high-touch points and refilling sanitisation stations. 

After recess, toilets will be professionally cleaned and then again at the end of the day.  

Students and staff are encouraged to use the sanitation dispensers fitted last term. Extra sanitation in the 

form of misting and surface sprays have been purchased and will be available in each classroom for 

incidental cleaning.  

Upon advice, GBC will continue to implement and encourage good hygiene practices, including reminders 

for students to: 

• wash hands frequently with soap and water before and after eating, and after going to the toilet or 

changing for physical education activities 

• cover nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing 

• avoid touching their face 

• limit physical contact when greeting people 

• limit physical contact in the playground. 

 

        



How will the staff be protected?How will the staff be protected?How will the staff be protected?How will the staff be protected?    

To ensure teachers and other staff feel secure in schools, coronavirus testing for staff has been made a 

priority and staff are able to get tested without delay.  

“Over the next two weeks there will be a particular focus on teachers, so there will be both mobile and fixed 

points where teachers, education support staff and principals can be tested voluntarily,” Mr Merlino.  

Staff will also endeavour to maintain their social distancing. 

 

Will drinking fountaWill drinking fountaWill drinking fountaWill drinking fountains ins ins ins continue to be continue to be continue to be continue to be in use at the College?in use at the College?in use at the College?in use at the College?    

The water fountains will not be available for students to drink at, as they will be taped up. However, the 

capacity to refill their personal water bottles, with the filtered water, at the drink fountains will still be 

available. Students are reminded to ‘personal distance’ at these refilling stations. 

 

How is physical distancing being managed at GBC?How is physical distancing being managed at GBC?How is physical distancing being managed at GBC?How is physical distancing being managed at GBC?    

Physical distancing is still important. 

In the classroom, physical distancing is focused on minimising contact. Desks will be arranged in their 

normal configurations, but staff will make use of the space in rooms to minimise interaction. 

Teachers, parents and carers must also maintain the 1.5m distance from each other. 

The following physical distancing measures will also remain in place until further notice: 

• no interschool competitions 

• no excursions 

• no assemblies 

• limits on community use of school sites. 

Physical Education may continue, but will take place outdoors where possible. Further measures will be 

determined on future advice and implemented by the teachers. 

 

How will GBC manage student behaviours that compromise the community in relationHow will GBC manage student behaviours that compromise the community in relationHow will GBC manage student behaviours that compromise the community in relationHow will GBC manage student behaviours that compromise the community in relation    to to to to COVIDCOVIDCOVIDCOVID----19? 19? 19? 19?     

Given the importance of physical distancing, students need to be mindful of their interactions with others 

and recognise that if these instructions are not adhered to, there may be significant consequences for other 

members of the community. In a determined effort to minimise the serious risk of this pandemic to the GBC 

community, students who fail to adhere to these expectations may be given initial warnings which may 

translate into school suspensions.  

We would like every student to adopt a mature approach and be measured in their behaviours and actions. 

Now is not the time to be frivolous. 

 

INFORMATION FOR INFORMATION FOR INFORMATION FOR INFORMATION FOR SECONDARY:SECONDARY:SECONDARY:SECONDARY:    

    

What do senior secondary students do if they have study sessions at the end of a day?What do senior secondary students do if they have study sessions at the end of a day?What do senior secondary students do if they have study sessions at the end of a day?What do senior secondary students do if they have study sessions at the end of a day?    

• Years 11 & 12 students will be permitted to go home to study providing they have written 

permission from parent/guardian. If students are unable to go home they are encouraged to work 

independently in the College Library. 

 

Will YWill YWill YWill Yeaeaeaearrrrssss    7777----10 S10 S10 S10 Sport run on Wednesday afternoons?port run on Wednesday afternoons?port run on Wednesday afternoons?port run on Wednesday afternoons?    

• When students return, Health and Physical Education will continue under the guidelines of the 

Department of Health and Wednesday afternoon sport will continue with alternative sport 

programmes instituted. 

 

        



What does thWhat does thWhat does thWhat does the school day look like for e school day look like for e school day look like for e school day look like for YYYYear 7ear 7ear 7ear 7    ––––    10 students from Tuesday 10 students from Tuesday 10 students from Tuesday 10 students from Tuesday 26262626thththth    May onwards?May onwards?May onwards?May onwards?    

• When the Year 11 and 12 students return to face to face learning on Tuesday 26th May, the Year 7 – 

10 students will resume a regular 7 lesson daily timetable via Moodle, to access their remote 

learning.  

• Teachers will post meeting links for each subject and students will have to join those virtual classes 

every lesson for which they are set. Lessons for which there are no virtual classes set, will be 

considered study or catch up lessons.  

• In some subject areas, where there is a double lesson, the teacher may set work after the initial 

instruction. 

 

What considerations are being made for the Year 10 VCAL/VCE?What considerations are being made for the Year 10 VCAL/VCE?What considerations are being made for the Year 10 VCAL/VCE?What considerations are being made for the Year 10 VCAL/VCE?  

• Since the majority of Year 10 students are enrolled in a VCE or VCAL subject, these classes will 

recommence on Tuesday 26th May, when Years 11 and 12 students return. Therefore, Year 10 

students completing a Unit 1 VCE subject are encouraged to attend those classes. Should their 

attendance not be possible, they are encouraged to catch up with their work through Moodle and 

communication with their peer group. 

 

What changes arWhat changes arWhat changes arWhat changes are there to e there to e there to e there to the the the the YYYYear ear ear ear 7 7 7 7 ––––    YYYYearearearear    12 12 12 12 ccccurriculum?urriculum?urriculum?urriculum?  

• Years 7-10:  The content of MESH subjects have been adjusted to help students manage the 

reduced workload. Non-MESH classwork have also been modified in most specialist subject areas. 

This has been amended on SMS Marksbook to reflect the new weighting of grades for each subject. 

Heads of Departments have made these updates with members of their department.  

• VCE: There have been no changes made to VCE Units 1, 2 and 3.  VCE Unit 4 adjusted study designs 

were rolled out last week by VCAA. These ‘Updated study designs for 2020’ can be found linked to 

unit pages on the VCAA website. 

• VCE and VCAL studies: Subject specific webinars are being conducted to ensure that specific 

changes to courses are consistently adapted throughout the state.  

• Semester 1 reports will be adapted and students will not receive A-E grades for Terms 1 and 2, 

2020. 

 

INFORMATION FOR PRIMARYINFORMATION FOR PRIMARYINFORMATION FOR PRIMARYINFORMATION FOR PRIMARY::::    

    

• Until further notice no library borrowing for Term 2. Please return any GBC library books as soon as 

possible. 

• Semester 1 reports will be in a format similar to Interim Reports and students will not receive A-E 

grades for Terms 1 and 2. 

• Communication with teachers is best via the College Diary, email or phone.  

• Bus Travellers (see information below). 

• Phone calls regarding office information is preferable to visiting Administration. 

• Prior to June 9th there may be changes to the class’ timetable.  

• Specialist timetable will resume as normal on June 9th. 

• Please ensure children’s clothing and personal items are clearly named. 

• There will be no combined sport classes – these may run at the same timeslots but in separate 

locations. 

  



 

 

IF RELEVANT TO YOUR FAMILY IF RELEVANT TO YOUR FAMILY IF RELEVANT TO YOUR FAMILY IF RELEVANT TO YOUR FAMILY CIRCUMSTANCECIRCUMSTANCECIRCUMSTANCECIRCUMSTANCE – please complete one or both of the sections on the form. 

This relates to the following FAQ’s. 

 

1. Are the buses running although we have been refunded? Are the buses running although we have been refunded? Are the buses running although we have been refunded? Are the buses running although we have been refunded?     

    

Information Information Information Information regarding regarding regarding regarding GBC Bus Service:GBC Bus Service:GBC Bus Service:GBC Bus Service:    

• The GBC bus service will resume on Tuesday May 26th - depending on the measure of uptake by the 

community.  

• Students will be assigned a seat to allow for as much social distancing as is possible. Parents will be 

notified if students are not adhering to seating plans and offending students will not be permitted 

to travel for the remainder of the term. 

• The buses will be regularly disinfected and cleaned prior to, and at the end of, each route. 

Bus fees for the remainder of the term will be invoiced to parents at a pro rata rate of: 

              Foundation, 1, 2, 11 and 12 = 5 weeks  

Years 3-10 = 3 weeks 

    

2. How will I let the College know if my child is or is not seeking to utilise the bus this term?How will I let the College know if my child is or is not seeking to utilise the bus this term?How will I let the College know if my child is or is not seeking to utilise the bus this term?How will I let the College know if my child is or is not seeking to utilise the bus this term?    

Complete and return the form on the following page. 

    

3. How do I notify the College if I do not intend sending my childHow do I notify the College if I do not intend sending my childHow do I notify the College if I do not intend sending my childHow do I notify the College if I do not intend sending my child    back to school for the remainder of Term 2?back to school for the remainder of Term 2?back to school for the remainder of Term 2?back to school for the remainder of Term 2?    

Complete and return the form on the following page. 

 

 

Please answer one or both ofPlease answer one or both ofPlease answer one or both ofPlease answer one or both of    the followingthe followingthe followingthe following    questionsquestionsquestionsquestions    only only only only if relevantif relevantif relevantif relevant    to your family’s needs to your family’s needs to your family’s needs to your family’s needs aaaand nd nd nd     

return this completed form to the office return this completed form to the office return this completed form to the office return this completed form to the office ASAPASAPASAPASAP    (non(non(non(non----contact contact contact contact emailemailemailemail    or scan preferred).or scan preferred).or scan preferred).or scan preferred).    

    

    

Information reInformation reInformation reInformation regardinggardinggardinggarding    children NOT returning to GBC in Term 2 children NOT returning to GBC in Term 2 children NOT returning to GBC in Term 2 children NOT returning to GBC in Term 2     

(This will assist the college to plan and provide work for those students remaining off site). 

My child/children ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

in year/years………………………………………………… will NOT be returning to GBC for the remainder of 

 Term 2. 

I agree to inform the College 1 week prior to my child’s/children’s intended return. 

Parent/guardian name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

    

  

 



 

 

Bus Arrangements for permanent and permanent part time bus travellersBus Arrangements for permanent and permanent part time bus travellersBus Arrangements for permanent and permanent part time bus travellersBus Arrangements for permanent and permanent part time bus travellers 

Please complete the following information if applicable: 

My child/children……………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………… 

in year/years…………….……………...  will/will not continue to utilise the GBC College bus service for  

the remainder of Term 2.        

My child/children are recommencing school on the following date/dates:  

Child 1 ……………………………….is  recommencing school on:……………………………………………………… 

Child  2 ………………………………is recommencing school on : …………………………………………………….. 

Child 3 ……………………………….is recommencing school on:………………………………………………………. 

Please tick in the box below the days of the week and state the bus route required. 

Mondays Tuesdays  Wednesdays  Thursdays Fridays 

am am am am Am 

pm pm pm pm pm 

 

The Bus route required is the …………………………………………………………………………route. 

I agree to notify the College if requesting to alter this arrangement for Term 3, 2020 

Parent/guardian name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Please note Please note Please note Please note due to seating arrangements and hygiene due to seating arrangements and hygiene due to seating arrangements and hygiene due to seating arrangements and hygiene we may not be able to accommodate we may not be able to accommodate we may not be able to accommodate we may not be able to accommodate 

occasional occasional occasional occasional travellers at this stagetravellers at this stagetravellers at this stagetravellers at this stage....    

 

  



 


